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A GRAMPIANS MURDER INVESTIGATION REVEALS AN INDIGENOUS 
MASSACRE… 

Archaeologist, young Aboriginal Tahlia Lock, accompanies Detective 
Sergeant Rory James to investigate bones uncovered in a gemstone 
fossicking site near the Grampians mountains in Victoria. Tahlia hopes to 
persuade Rory to revisit the cold case of her missing brother, Ricky. 

The remains found are confirmed as the wife of a Sydney mining-
exploration geologist, Travis Vella. He had been working in the area at the 
time she disappeared, and although a suspect, there is more to Travis’ 
story, including another possible suspect in blueblood grazier, Elliot 
Claymore, who made no secret of disliking Travis. 

When Tahlia and Rory attend a meeting at Brambuk Aboriginal Centre, 
they learn of an historical, and unrecorded, local Aboriginal massacre. 
Tahlia’s brother, Ricky, had been investigating the massacre when he had 
disappeared, one that took place on the Claymore’s land. Suddenly, both 
cases are at Claymore’s doorstep. 

Tahlia and Rory hunt for a truth buried far beneath the civilised world and 
shadowed by the range of mountains that whisper secrets; secrets deep 
down in the crevices of evil. When the truth is dug up, it will undo lives … 
but above all, it will create answers that are sought by everyone involved. 
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AUTHOR BIO 
Colin King is a Bendigo writer, who grew up in Horsham and 

worked as a major-projects consultant for the Victorian 

State Government before retiring to write. 

Along the way, he has played guitar in rock bands, ran 

marathons, led trekking parties and hand built a weekender 

in the Grampian foothills. 'Deep Down' is the third novel for 

his Detective Sergeant Rory James series. 
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A CONVERSATION WITH THE AUTHOR 
 

WHY DID YOU WRITE ‘DEEP DOWN’? WHAT WERE YOUR INSPIRATIONS? 

The opening scene is at a smoky-quartz crystal fossicking site which is actually 

near the bushland property we have owned for over 45 years. I am not a 

fossicker, but we do visit the site from time to time. Often there are fossickers 

present who are more than happy to chat and show off their finds. Some of the 

holes— which are only permitted to be dug by hand—are astonishingly deep. 

Even more amazingly, when they have finished digging the massive hole, they 

are required to turn around and fill it in before they leave. Of course, the filled 

hole is no longer “un-worked” ground, so it is guaranteed never to be dug up 

again. The perfect place to hide a dead body — so thought my writer’s mind. 

Before I wrote Deep Down, I spent a year writing an unpublished history of the 

local area. During my research, I learnt that in recent years, as good crystals 

became scarcer, deep-hole fossickers began tunnelling from the base of their 

shafts. This provided a perfect opportunity to accidently encounter a body buried 

in an adjacent shaft. The revelation gave me a credible basis for someone to 

unearth the murdered body intended never to be seen again. 

The history I wrote of the local area also included pioneer-war massacres that 

happened nearby on squatters’ holdings and in the Grampians. I knew this could 

be a sensitive matter for squatters’ descendants who still farmed those original 

holdings (recently there have been calls to strip perpetrators names from places 

named in those pioneers’ honour). I seized on this as motive for my present-day 

murder. 

These were the elements around which I decided to craft a novel. 

 

HOW HAD YOU DECIDED ON THE BEST CHARACTERS FOR THE BOOK? 

‘Deep Down’ is the third Detective Sergeant Rory James story I have written, so 

he chose himself. For an archaeologist, I went young because I have a young 

Scottish male friend who works in Aboriginal archaeology. However, I made my 

fictional young archaeologist Indigenous, to be more relevant to the historic 

Aboriginal massacres in the story … and I opted for him to be a female, named 

Tahlia Lock. The pioneer-wars massacre also required the bad guy to be a 

squatter descendant. Apparently, there aren’t that many remaining on their 

original family properties, but I found one. I named him Elliot Claymore. 
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