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THERE ARE TWO SIDES TO EVERY STORY.
OR PERHAPS EVEN THREE...

Wi Arabanoo lives with his family on the shores of Sydney Harbour
“An engrossing and informative 1 ‘
experience... thoroughly researched”

when one day, eleven large canoes mysteriously emerge like ghost

- The Hon. Linda Burney

ships through misty rain.

A S OLDIE R Among those on board the traveling vessels, are Captain Watkin

Tench and Captain John Hunter — both men recent veterans of

A S A I L O R America’s Revolutionary War.
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With a world of difference between Arabanoo, the soldier Tench, and
the sailor Hunter, common ground may be something of a challenge
to be found between them.

A factually based historical novel that weaves its way through one
fascinating incident after another in the early days of the Sydney
colony.

Focusing on the relationship between the British and the First
Nations people, it plants the seeds that gradually grow to its gripping

and dramatic climax.
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A CONVERSATION WITH THE AUTHOR

WHY DID YOU WRITE A SOLDIER, A SAILOR & ARABANOO?
WHAT WERE YOUR INSPIRATIONS?

I wrote this book because I found it an incredibly interesting story when I
read Watkin Tench’s book. I found the characters of Arabanoo and Captain
John Hunter along with Tench to be well worth further investigation. The
more | researched the three of them the more engrossed I became and 1
realised by focussing on the three of them and their relationships I could tell
an enthralling story about the establishment of the British colony in Sydney
Cove.

The book is based very closely on Watkin Tench’s books and the diary of
John Hunter so it is told through the eyes of people who were there at the
time.

I wrote this book because I believe the true history behind it is simply
fascinating and I wanted to get the story out there into the public domain as
much as possible to educate people about the truth of our history. I wrote it
as fiction but as a very historically accurate historical novel so it would be
easily readable for the average reader rather than making it dry non-fiction
which is only accessible to the highly educated.

I found the true story not just very interesting but also very dramatic and

extremely exciting so I wanted to share that with readers.

“A thought-provoking read
through perspectives and minds
of characters sharing the dif-
ferences of complexity in their
lives... Well written and paced.
A very enjoyable read...”

Hayley, Readalot Reviewer

“An engrossing and
informative experience...
thoroughly researched”

The Hon. Linda Burney
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