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Rubie wanted to whistle more than anything 

else in the world. She could do lots and lots of 

other great things, but whistling wasn’t one of 

them, no matter how much she tried. 

 

Just when she was about to give up, Rubie  

had her seventh birthday party and  

something magical happened.  

It is always good to believe in yourself. 

www.shawlinepublishing.com.au 

Annie has been writing most of 
her life for pleasure and in the 
last four years she has 
published four novels in the 
modern romance genre. This is 
the first of her books for 
children and she aims to write 
one for each of her three 
grandchildren. This picture book 
is for her youngest 
granddaughter, Rubie and is an 
account of how Rubie learned 
to whistle and some of her 
other milestones in achieving it. 
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WHERE DO YOU GET INSPIRATION FOR YOUR BOOKS?  

They just happen. Sometimes it will be when I am doing 

something and an idea pops into my head. An example: a 

few months ago, I was at the lights, waiting to cross the 

road (walking). I thought: “Why him? Why her? Why on 

that street corner?” I wrote that down as soon as I could 

and have worked on a story based on that scene since. 
 

WHAT SUGGESTIONS DO YOU HAVE TO BECOME A 

BETTER WRITER? 

Give it a go; you will never know unless you try writing. 

The more you write the better you become, or that’s what 

I have found. Ask for advice; let others read your work and 

critique it. Accept their ideas, think about them and if they 

gel with yours, then use them. Be open to everything 

around you. 
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