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SYDNEY, 1925. 

AT FIVE YEARS OF AGE, ALICE WAS ALREADY A MASTER PICKPOCKET 

AND THIEVING IN THE COURTHOUSE DURING HER OWN FATHER’S TRIAL. 

Ten years later, seizing the opportunity to escape his grasp, dire 

consequences force Alice to flee the city and hide in the Blue Mountains. 

Landing in the protection of elderly sisters with mysterious criminal 

connections, Alice’s passion for horses drives her further across the 

country to the lush greenery of Adelaide and then the arid outback of  

the wide-open Western Australia. 

Driven by the desire for love, Alice’s unique journey is not without 

dangers and, despite her strong morals, there comes a time under intense 

circumstances where past skills must be reawakened. 

Born to a life of crime and misery – how far would you go to find your 

glorious sunshine? 
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Tracey Friday grew up in the English 
countryside and now resides in Sydney with 
her family and mischievous cavoodle. After 
college, her career has spanned the 
newspaper industry, the UK and Australian 
Government and a lawyer’s office. 
In her twenties, Tracey dreamed of writing a 
book, but it was only decades later when 
storyline plots set in bygone eras became her 
passion. She is blessed with an imagination 
that unashamedly runs riot and loves her 
characters… even the deliciously despicable 
ones. 
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A CONVERSATION WITH THE AUTHOR 

WHAT DREW YOU TO WRITING HER GLORIOUS SUNSHINE AWAITS? 

I wanted to incorporate an unimaginable conflict between a father 

and daughter and liked the idea of basing it in Sydney during the 

1920s. I also knew that the father had to get his comeuppance but 

from the most unlikely source. I wanted to test the daughter’s mettle 

where I found that she is gutsy, courageous and determined to follow 

her heart to become the best person she could be given her rough 

start in life. 

 

WHERE DO YOU GET YOUR INFORMATION OR IDEAS FOR YOUR 

BOOKS? 

I am extremely fortunate because while I have an appalling sense of 

direction, I am truly blessed with an imagination that unashamedly 

runs riot. Firstly, I choose a particular bygone era and my main 

character. Then I run a few scenarios in my head to see what will 

work and the conflicts that I can throw their way and fortunately, so 

far, I have been able to bring them to life. Sometimes an idea or spark 

comes from a snippet of an overheard conversation, and I think ‘I’ll 

use that and see what grows’. I love my characters, they become 

family, even the deliciously despicable ones who can be extremely 

fun to shake everything up a little. 
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