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CATASTROPHIC BUSHFIRES RACE UP THE MOUNTAIN  
INTO A CLOSE-KNIT COMMUNITY FORCED TO FIGHT  

FOR THEIR LIVES… 
 

In this thrilling recounting, neighbours and friends face  
death and loss amidst fires surging through mountainous 

bushland. They confront life and death choices and  
endure the perils of a fire out of control. Together they  

fight the raging inferno, desperately protecting their lives  
and the community they cherish. 

 
Each character responds to the overwhelming threat 

differently, remaking themselves through the tragedy and 
devastation and realising how precious their lives really are. 

 
Despite their fear and loss amongst the flames, love, hope  
and friendship nurture their survival on wildfire mountain. 

www.shawlinepublishing.com.au 

Ken Strahan is a social researcher 
providing consultancy services to 
industry and government through 
Strahan Research. Dr Strahan has 
spoken to thousands of people 
impacted by wildfire and has 
unique insights into human 
behaviour during fire. He has 
published numerous papers on his 
theory of self-evacuation 
archetypes and has captured the 
essence of this in this book. 
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A CONVERSATION WITH THE AUTHOR 

 

WHAT WAS YOUR JOURNEY TO WRITING WILDFIRE MOUNTAIN?  

Bushfires have been a professional interest for many years. I am a leading 

expert in evacuation from bushfire. It was a natural jump to take my personal 

experience, research and my observations of the world around me and turn it 

into a book. I tend to do my writing immediately and complete any required 

research as I go. The most difficult part of the process for me was ordering all 

the ideas to allow for the direction of the story. 

 

WHEN DID YOU REALISE YOU FIRST WANTED TO WRITE AND DO YOU HAVE 

MORE PLANS FOR THE FUTURE? 

I knew I wanted to write when I was twelve years old and I wrote a story that 

was praised by my English teacher. 

I have two more books I am expecting to finish very soon. It is easy to fall into 

the trap of letting self-doubt win and not wanting manuscripts to see the light 

of day but I hope to have these published in the future also.  
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